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Guatemalan indigenous rights activist Rigoberta Menchu first came to international prominence
following the 1983 publication of her memoir, I, Rigoberta Menchu, which chronicled in
compelling detail the violence and misery that she and her people suffered during her country's
brutal civil war. The book focused world attention on Guatemala and led to her being awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. In 1999, a book by David Stoll challenged the veracity of key
details in Menchu's account, generating a storm of controversy. Journalists and scholars
squared off regarding whether Menchu had lied about her past and, if so, what that would mean
about the larger truths revealed in her book.In The Rigoberta Menchu Controversy, Arturo Arias
has assembled a casebook that offers a balanced perspective on the debate. The first section of
this volume collects the primary documents -- newspaper articles, interviews, and official
statements -- in which the debate raged, many translated into English for the first time. In the
second section, a distinguished group of international scholars assesses the political, historical,
and cultural contexts of the debate, and considers its implications for such issues as the "culture
wars", historical truth, and the politics of memory. Also included is a new essay by David Stoll in
which he responds to his critics.

From Publishers WeeklyThe history and culture of the Mayans is brought to life with dramatic
color photos in Maya: Divine Kings of the Rain Forest. Edited by Nikolai Grube, a professor of
anthropology and pre-Columbian studies at the University of Texas, Austin, this art book features
a collection of accessible essays by scholars on all aspects of Mayan life: the rise of political
dynasties; achievements in astronomy, mathematics and art; colonial era warfare; and present-
day descendants. Whether describing how the Mayans made maize loafs, viewed the cosmos or
used architecture to collect rainwater, the book offers a comprehensive overview of the ancient
civilization.Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.
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This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of
pages displayed is limited.      Pages 9 - 418 are not included in this sample.

I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala Silencing the Past: Power and the
Production of History, 20th Anniversary Edition
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S. Sorensen, “All-Opinions-Accepted, No-Holds-Barred. What makes this book important is that
every essay is different. Some contributors side with Rigoberta Menchu, others with David Stoll,
while still others take a bigger picture view and otherwise make significant contributions to the
debate. What comes out of this book is that Mr. Stoll did not clearly explain the important points
he was trying to make in "Rigoberta Menchu and the Story of All Poor Guatemalans" (otherwise
the controversy surrounding his book would not have been so large) and that he left some
important points out, such as why the Guatemalan Army committed large-scale massacres in
areas with no documented guerrilla presense, or the reality that there are land squabbles
between different indigenous groups due to the fact that white ladinos own a vast majority of the
most arable land. Due to these shortcomings, the bottom line for many contributors to this book
is that Mr. Stoll takes responsibility away from the Guatemalan army and government just at a
time when specific apologies and reparations from them are so urgently needed to move the
country forward after the 30 year civil war and subsequent peace accords. At the end of the
book, however, Mr. Stoll offers a response that more clearly spells out the points he was trying to
make, the main one being that thousands of indigenous voices were not included in the nation's
dialogue due to the guerrilla's effort to use Rigoberta as the country's only indigenous
spokesperson. This book includes essential background information about "I, Rigoberta
Menchu", "Rigoberta Menchu and the Story of All Poor Guatemalans" and other aspects of the
debate.  Raises many universal themes and issues important outside of Guatemala.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 7 people have provided feedback.
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